


The Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “On the first day of 
the first month you shall erect the tabernacle of the 
tent of meeting. 3 And you shall put in it the ark of the 
testimony, and you shall screen the ark with the veil.   
4 And you shall bring in the table and arrange it, and 
you shall bring in the lampstand and set up its lamps. 
5 And you shall put the golden altar for incense before 
the ark of the testimony, and set up the screen for the 
door of the tabernacle.
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6 You shall set the altar of burnt offering before the 
door of the tabernacle of the tent of meeting, 7 and 
place the basin between the tent of meeting and the 
altar, and put water in it. 8 And you shall set up the 
court all around, and hang up the screen for the gate 
of the court.
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9 “Then you shall take the anointing oil and anoint the 
tabernacle and all that is in it, and consecrate it and 
all its furniture, so that it may become holy. 10 You 
shall also anoint the altar of burnt offering and all its 
utensils, and consecrate the altar, so that the altar may 
become most holy. 11 You shall also anoint the basin 
and its stand, and consecrate it. 12 Then you shall 
bring Aaron and his sons to the entrance of the tent of 
meeting and shall wash them with water 13 and put on 
Aaron the holy garments. And you shall anoint him 
and consecrate him, that he may serve me as priest.
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14 You shall bring his sons also and put coats on them, 
15 and anoint them, as you anointed their father, that 
they may serve me as priests. And their anointing 
shall admit them to a perpetual priesthood 
throughout their generations.” 
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16 This Moses did; according to all that the Lord 
commanded him, so he did. 17 In the first month in the 
second year, on the first day of the month, the 
tabernacle was erected. 18 Moses erected the tabernacle. 
He laid its bases, and set up its frames, and put in its 
poles, and raised up its pillars.   19 And he spread the 
tent over the tabernacle and put the covering of the 
tent over it, as the Lord had commanded Moses. 20 He 
took the testimony and put it into the ark, and put the 
poles on the ark and set the mercy seat above on the 
ark. 21 And he brought the ark into the tabernacle and 
set up the veil of the screen, and screened the ark of the 
testimony, as the Lord had commanded Moses.
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22 He put the table in the tent of meeting, on the north 
side of the tabernacle, outside the veil, 23 and arranged 
the bread on it before the Lord, as the Lord had 
commanded Moses. 24 He put the lampstand in the tent 
of meeting, opposite the table on the south side of the 
tabernacle, 25 and set up the lamps before the Lord, as 
the Lord had commanded Moses. 26 He put the golden 
altar in the tent of meeting before the veil, 27 and burned 
fragrant incense on it, as the Lord had commanded 
Moses. 28 He put in place the screen for the door of the 
tabernacle. 29 And he set the altar of burnt offering at the 
entrance of the tabernacle of the tent of meeting, and 
offered on it the burnt offering and the grain offering, as 
the Lord had commanded Moses. 
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30 He set the basin between the tent of meeting and 
the altar, and put water in it for washing, 31 with which 
Moses and Aaron and his sons washed their hands 
and their feet. 32 When they went into the tent of 
meeting, and when they approached the altar, they 
washed, as the Lord commanded Moses. 33 And he 
erected the court around the tabernacle and the altar, 
and set up the screen of the gate of the court. So 
Moses finished the work.
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34 Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the 
glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. 35 And Moses 
was not able to enter the tent of meeting because the 
cloud settled on it, and the glory of the Lord filled the 
tabernacle. 36 Throughout all their journeys, 
whenever the cloud was taken up from over the 
tabernacle, the people of Israel would set out. 37 But if 
the cloud was not taken up, then they did not set out 
till the day that it was taken up. 38 For the cloud of the 
Lord was on the tabernacle by day, and fire was in it 
by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel 
throughout all their journeys.
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Once built, the tabernacle became the symbol of Yahweh’s 
presence among his people; and his glory cloud atop the 
tabernacle, a further symbol of his presence and also of his 
guidance.  

Stuart, D. K. (2006). Exodus 
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EXODUS SUMMARY  

1. The supremacy of Yahweh over pagan deities 
(Exodus 7-12 Plagues). 

2. The exodus is a redemptive event for ancient Israel 
(Exodus 6:2-8). 

3. The Mosaic Law as a religious and social charter 
for Israel  (19:5-6). 

4. Yahweh is merciful (Exodus 34:6-7). 
5. The presence of God symbolized in the tabernacle.  

(Exodus 40:34). 

Adapted from Hill & Walton. (1991).  A Survey of the Old Testament 
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The Exodus is a Redemptive Event for Ancient Israel 

EXODUS 6:2-8: God spoke to Moses and said to him, 
“I am the Lord. 3 I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac, and 
to Jacob, as God Almighty, but by my name the Lord I 
did not make myself known to them. 4 I also 
established my covenant with them to give them the 
land of Canaan, the land in which they lived as 
sojourners. 5 Moreover, I have heard the groaning of 
the people of Israel whom the Egyptians hold as 
slaves, and I have remembered my covenant.
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The Exodus is a Redemptive Event for Ancient Israel 

EXODUS 6:2-8: 6 Say therefore to the people of Israel, 
‘I am the Lord, and I will bring you out from under 
the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will deliver you 
from slavery to them, and I will redeem you with an 
outstretched arm and with great acts of judgment. 7 I 
will take you to be my people, and I will be your God, 
and you shall know that I am the Lord your God, who 
has brought you out from under the burdens of the 
Egyptians. 8 I will bring you into the land that I swore 
to give to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. I will give it 
to you for a possession. I am the Lord.’”  
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The Mosaic Law as a Religious and Social Charter  
for Israel 

EXODUS 19:5-6: Now therefore, if you will indeed 
obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my 
treasured possession among all peoples, for all the 
earth is mine; 6 and you shall be to me a kingdom of 
priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words that 
you shall speak to the people of Israel.” 

GALATIANS 6:2: Bear one another's burdens, and so 
fulfill the law of Christ.
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Yahweh Is Merciful 

EXODUS 34:6-7: The Lord passed before him and 
proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord, a God merciful and 
gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast 
love and faithfulness, 7 keeping steadfast love for 
thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and 
sin, but who will by no means clear the guilty, visiting 
the iniquity of the fathers on the children and the 
children's children, to the third and the fourth 
generation.”  
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The Presence of God Symbolized in the Tabernacle  

EXODUS 40:34: Then the cloud covered the tent of 
meeting, and the glory of the Lord filled the 
tabernacle. 
EPHESIANS 2:19-22: So then you are no longer 
strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with 
the saints and members of the household of God, 
20 built on the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 
21 in whom the whole structure, being joined together, 
grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 22 In him you 
also are being built together into a dwelling place for 
God by the Spirit.
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Yahweh revealed Himself to His people so 
that they would live for  Him and be a 

light to the nations.  
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